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On April 12, Guatemala's Supreme Electoral Tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral, TSE) formally
convoked special congressional elections for next Aug. 14. The decision to hold early legislative
elections is the result of a package of 37 constitutional reforms agreed to by current members of
Congress and President Ramiro De Leon's administration in late 1993. Those reforms were approved
in a Jan. 30 referendum (see NotiSur 02/04/94), and they officially took effect on April 11. The
reforms are in part aimed at cracking down on rampant government corruption.
According to acting TSE president Mario Guerra, the new Congress will have a total of 80 deputies,
36 less than the current legislature. Of the total, 64 will be elected to represent the country's different
departments, while the remaining 16 will be elected as part of a national slate. Current deputies will
be permitted to run for reelection. Guerra also explained that, since the elections have now been
formally convoked, the De Leon government cannot impose a "state of emergency."
Under Guatemalan law, elections must be held with all legal rights fully in force. In recent weeks,
De Leon has been under intense pressure to temporarily rescind some civil liberties in the country.
That move would allegedly strengthen the government's ability to control the wave of violence and
repression that presently grips Guatemala.
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